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Tacitus
The Annals of Imperial Rome

Books 1-3
1. (31) Why couldn’t historians who lived during or after the reigns of Tiberius, Gaius, Claudius, and Nero write objectively about them while Tacitus believes he can?

2. How does finite knowledge affect the historian’s final product?

3. (37; cf. 365) Given the fact that bias affects the interpretation of data, how do we know the depiction of Christianity given by Tacitus is inaccurate?

4. (cf. 327-328) What might this effect of bias say about the depiction of the Druidism?
5. (365) Given the fact that bias affects the pursuit of data, and knowing that there were plenty of Christians to interview, why didn’t Tacitus interview them?

6. (cf. 150) Given the fact that bias affects the selection of data, on what criteria did Tacitus choose the data he included in his Annals of Imperial Rome? 
7. Can a historian avoid personal bias in the writing of history?  Is this bad?

8. In light of these considerations, what is our duty as readers of histories?

9. (31-34) What is Tacitus’ attitude toward Augustus?

10. (40-41) What was the Senate’s attitude toward Tiberius upon Augustus’ death?

11. (43-60) What were the causes of the mutinies in the army?  How were they handled?

12. (83) How did Germanicus test the morale of his men and what did he discover?

13. (88-89) How would you characterize Germanicus as a military commander?

14. (88-89) Why did Tiberius recall him to Rome when so close to victory?

15. (90) Why does Tacitus give the details of the beginnings, progress, and conclusion of the Libo case? (cf. especially 91)

16. (95-96) What does the incident with Hortalus reveal about Tiberius’ character?

17. (103) What is meant by, “…and lived so unassumingly that he survived it”?

18. (104ff) How did Germanicus die and how was Piso involved?

19. (113) How does Tacitus sum up Germanicus as a person?

20. What was Tiberius’ attitude toward Germanicus and Piso?
21. (125) What does Tiberius’ treatment of Piso reveal about his (lack of) character?

22. (129) How did Lucius Apronius deal with the disgraced Roman army?

23. (132) What is Tacitus’ view of human nature?  How does it compare with yours?

24. (133) What was the Papian-Poppaean law? 

25. How would you describe the relationship between Tiberius and the Senate?  What does the middle paragraph (150) reveal about it?

26. (150) What does Tacitus think is the historian’s primary duty?  How will this affect his writing of history? 
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